Welcome! My name is Heather Braum and I am the Technology Support for the Northeast Kansas Library System, headquartered in Lawrence, Kansas. We’re one of seven regional library systems in Kansas. We’re a multi-type system, which means we work with all types of libraries – public, school, academic, and special. The three members of our technology staff are each taking a section today, in order to provide a hands-on introduction to blogs and wikis. 

David Warlick opened today’s schedule by starting the conversation about blogs and wikis. During this next hour, we’re going to provide a quick introduction to each of those technologies. I think you will be surprised at how easy the technical aspects are. Mastery of the technological tools is not the challenge with these things. The challenges are to make them meaningful and to sustain them over time. 

How many of you read blogs? What types of blogs do you read? Do any of you create blogs? Is it a personal blog or a school blog? How about wikis? Have you used a wiki? Created a wiki? You should each have a handout – one side is about blogs and the other side is about wikis. The definition given for blogs is… the definition given for wikis is…. I think those definitions are most meaningful after you have had a chance to explore them a bit – to actually look at them. We have a range of experiences within this room, so especially for the people who have not spent much time exploring blogs and wikis, I’d like to give us some time to do that. Let’s take twenty-minutes. Feel free to use that time as you like – looking at the various resources listed on the handout. But at the end of those twenty minutes please be ready to discuss the following three things:
--- Dr. Dow wants each of you to comment on one of the posts on the Summer Institute blog. Do you have any questions about how-to do that?

And then there are two questions on the wiki side of the handout – be prepared to discuss those as a group, too.

1. When is a blog appropriate and when is a wiki appropriate? (Remember, that’s an opinion question… there’s no right or wrong answer)

2. As you think about using a blog or using a wiki in your professional work, what are the opportunities and the challenges these technologies present? 

